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FOCUS ON NOTE TAKING:
THE CORNELL NOTE TAKING SYSTEM



CORNELL NOTE TAKING SYSTEM
• one of several approaches to taking notes
• basic approach can be adjusted in light of one’s needs (and perceived benefits or 

goals)
• key points of the lecture/text in the notes section (the right-hand column) are 

combined with questions or comments in the cue section (left-hand column) and a 
synthesis (at the bottom) (see figure on following slide)
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CORNELL NOTE-TAKING SYSTEM
Fig. Screenshot/still taken from an introductory video on this 
approach shared by Cornell University’s Learning Strategy 
Center (https://lsc.cornell.edu/how-to-study/taking-
notes/cornell-note-taking-system/, accessed on October 29, 
2025)
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CORNELL NOTE TAKING SYSTEM
• key: cognitive engagement and processing 
• additional advantage: clear distinction between content of lecture/text (another 

person’s ideas and words) and one’s own points (in line with core principles of 
academic integrity)

• challenges: preparing an accurate record that is neither too detailed nor too 
simplistic and that can be used at a later stage; (in the case of notes taken during 
lectures or seminars: adding comments and the like and finding time to complete 
notes [in the left-hand column]; preparing a proper conclusion and finding time for 
reflection)

• basic template versus variations (see Slides 15-16)
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CORNELL NOTE TAKING SYSTEM: SHORT ACTIVITY

• Select a short section from one of the texts you have to read for your current project: 1-1½  
page(s) max., ideally a self-contained unit (one section, e.g. an introduction)

• use the Cornell Note Taking System in either of the following modes:
• analog (sheet of paper)
• digital (e.g. a table and/or use of different colors/fonts) 
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CORNELL NOTE TAKING SYSTEM: REFLECTION

• Which dimensions of this approach to taking notes works for you, which do not (yet)?
• What are, based on this limited approach and your point of view, advantages and 

disadvantages?
• If this is an approach for you, would you want to modify it?
• Is there a chance for you to also put it to other uses?
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CORNELL NOTE TAKING SYSTEM: VARIATIONS AND 
OVERLAP WITH SIMILAR APPROACHES 

Scholarly Source Chart 
(Princeton Writing Program) 
(see list of works cited for full 
bibliographic information)
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